Clay Cole Goes Behind the Music in New Book
By Winchester - The Improper/Music May 8th, 2010

For anybody who grew up in New York in the ’50s and ’60s, Clay Cole is a music legend.  He popularized dozens of artists on his local television and radio shows. Now he provides a behind-the-scenes look at the shaping of an era.

Without a doubt the most entertaining music book of the year is Cole’s “Sh-Boom: The Explosion of Rock ‘n Roll-1953-1968″ (Morgan/James Press).
Cole, at the time, was the hottest personality on TV; take one-part Dick Clark, one-part Johnny Carson, mix them together, and you get… Clay.

A child prodigy, Cole was born to television, then also emerging as a major pop culture influence. He would write out complete sketches as a child, while the other kids on the block were playing baseball and chasing girls.
A raconteur of the highest order, he knew everyone and had more than a front seat to the birth of rock and roll. He was on the inside. Name an artist or a band that marked that era and chances are Cole had them on his show.

That would include The Beatles, Dion, Donovan, Paul Anka, The Turtles, Gary Lewis and the Playboys, The 5th Dimension, The Young Rascals, Peter Paul & Mary, Tony Bennett, George Carlin, Neil Diamond and Herman’s Hermits.
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Beyond that, Clay broke the color barrier on television and has such artists as Little Anthony and The Imperials, Richard Pryor, Steve Wonder, The Supremes and Dionne Warwick on his shows as well. In fact, he recounts how management scolded him for featuring too many black artists on his show. Later the station won a diversity award, in no small part because of Cole.
He walked away from it all, moving from his beloved New York City on Sept. 1, 2001 …and, now has returned with this simply remarkable book. I loved meeting him.
Times Square Gossip:  3/31/2010 
CLAY COLE RISES:   This last six months has produced an almost staggering array of music-related books; Mark Spitz’s terrific David Bowie book, Phil Sutcliffe’s terrific opus, “Queen: The Ultimate Illustrated History of the Crown Kings of Rock”; “Elton” by celebrity-biographer Mark Bego; Jon Bream’s “Neil Diamond Is Forever: The Illustrated Story of the Man and His Music”; and, Paul Shaffer and David Ritz’s “We'll Be Here for the Rest of Our Lives.” Our pal Tom Cuddy gave us a new one to read: “Sh-Boom! The Explosion of Rock ‘N Roll (1953-1968)” from Morgan/James Publications by TV’s Clay Cole.
This is without a doubt, the best book I've ever read on the early beginning of rock ‘n roll. Cole, for those who may not remember, exploded onto the black-and-white TV screen in those days; producing, writing, hosting … at times, on three different shows. Clay Cole was one of those teenagers, so the connection between him and his audiences was true and immediate. He was quite the prodigy too … writing and performing those first shows at his childhood home. He was the first to introduce Chubby Checker performing the “Twist;” the first to present the Rolling Stones, Tony Orlando, Dionne Warwick, Neil Diamond, Bobby Vinton, the Rascals, Ronettes, Four Seasons, and, Dion. He also debuted music video clips, go-go girls, and young standup comedians like Richard Pryor and George Carlin.  After an unprecedented 15 years of fame, Cole walked away from his popular Saturday-night show at 30 years old and has essentially remained out of the spotlight for 40 years; Clay has been called the “missing link to the Sixties.” With this book, he’s back. 
There were so many things I liked about this book; it’s a bit difficult where to begin: His writing style is snappy, funny, and direct. Many of the events and locations that he references here are gone forever, but, I do remember them. The references to the clubs of the days, the restaurants, the names, the memories … I loved and remember them all. The true stories, many of which I know firsthand to be true, are sad, revealing, and compelling. When he was at WPIX presenting some of the best new R&B performers on the scene, he was called on the carpet of the then CEO, and asked to cut back on the black talent; certainly in a more direct and unflattering way than I choose to say here. A year later, the station was awarded for its continuing efforts towards diversity. They took the award and didn't even acknowledge Cole. Johnny Carson, Dick Clark, Zsa Zsa Gabor; Vanilla Fudge; Tiny Tim; Tom Dowd; Tom Jones; Dick Clark; Sarah Dash; Ringo Starr; Mary Wilson; Diana Ross; the Rat Pack; Mike Douglas; Mia Farrow; Lou Christie … they're all here. 
A devastatingly brilliant book (with a foreword by) our friend David Hinckley from the N.Y. Daily News. This book isn't for everyone, but if you truly love music and want to know an integral part of how it all happened … this is for you. 
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Liz Harris, Keep Rockin' magazine:  "Sh-Boom! is a joy to read!"
Marc Bristol, Blue Suede News:  "I loved the book; couldn't put it down."

Elmore MagazineSuzanne Cadgene, Elmore magazine: "The incidents, facts and music come hot and heavy, and they ring true. Sh-Boom! provides a banquet of information; just don't try to devour it all at once." 
Ira Howard, Editor, Cashbox magazine (1952 – 1965):   “What a wonderful book, especially for us old music guys. I keep going back to it again and again.”

Ben Brown, State Port Pilot:” Clay Cole is about as credible as they come. A new book, Sh-Boom! offers his story in frank detail, written in a style so sharp and rhythmic it's not unlike the music he championed for an era ... laced through the tale are fun, startling and all-out honest notes on how the popular music industry developed. Sh-Boom! is not a dry dredging of recollections or generic examples of then-and-now. It's a crowded shindig bursting with swirling spotlights, rare insights, warmth, debauchery, the Mafia and gobs of stars."
Rollye James, Sirius/XM Radio:  "If you haven't picked up a copy of 'Sh-Boom!', buy one. Unlike many of the memoirs from the early annals of rock, Clay tells it like it is.  Some of the stories are priceless.”
Gary West, CA Mr. Pop Culture.com: "Clay’s insightful look at New York and pop culture during top-40’s formative years is a must.  Clay Cole was New York’s most successful pop-music TV talent during the late 1950’s and 1960’s. That description is just the beginning. 
The book is the missing link – the one so many of us have been waiting for. His accounts are compelling and, as with any good story, he makes you want more.  Sh-Boom explodes!  You won’t be able to put the book down.  It’s that good!"
Ray D'Ariano Review, NY: "The book is jam packed with the entertainers’ personal memories and not for nuthin’, the man can write."  

[Read the entire review at:  areuonsomething.com ]

Toni Alazraki, Iowa: "Just finished the book. The review by Ray D'Ariano is completely right on. He captured the essence of everything." 
Larry Cutrone, NJ: "I was blown away by "Sh-Boom!"  It was so painfully honest that there were times Clay I was moved to misty. Nobody realizes what you went through behind that smiling face. You hid the pain well and now I'm glad you got the chance to set the record straight."
Bernadette Carroll, Florida (“Jersey Girls”): "Reading the book and loving it.  Thank you for the memories.  Nobody could do it better."
Vinny Carella (Randy & the Rainbows): "Just wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed the book.  A refreshing read, with great recall, sources, pics and a true history of the business as we knew it. You are one of the greats. " 
Jeff, Florida/Brooklyn: Jeff Eats " I don’t want you guys to think that I’m a bookworm or something, but I just finished a terrific book, “Sh-Boom” written by Clay Cole.  Cole has written a no-holds-barred book detailing the inner-workings and personalities that most of us have never heard before. An absolutely great read!
Darryl Hicks, Texas: "I am a voracious reader who is usually the "can't put it down" type, but Clay’s book has taken several days, since I want to feast on every page and don't want to miss a detail. What a life! And what a writer!  I can only imagine the time and energy it took to put this book together (and that is from someone who has written and ghostwritten over 80 books). The masterful way you have woven such divergent threads into a cohesive, breath-taking tapestry is simply mind-boggling! Boomers and music lovers of all ages are going to love it, and I hope tons of glittering gelt comes his way as a result! I'd sure like to do my part to make sure every Baby Boomer reads this awesome book, re-lives those tumultuous years and gets to know Clay Cole better." 
(Hicks is the author/ghostwriter of 80+ published books)
Craig Marin, NY: "I just finished "Sh-Boom!". Read it in one day. My only disappointment was that it ended.  I just wanted to keep reading." 
Shaun Weiss, NYC: "I could not put the book down. What a walk down memory lane. I loved every word in it. This is a must for any Rock and Roll fan to add to their library.  It is one of the Best Books I had ever read about the NY music scene.  On a scale of 1 to 10, I give the book an 11. "
T. Pettit, Massachusetts: "Clay Cole is back with a gentle yet ferocious bio-history of the years that rock 'n' roll  Pick up Clay's book, and see if you can put it down for a minute (you won't be able to) and see if you aren't going back to reread some pages when you are done.  A great read! "
“Sh-Boom!” is Clay Cole’s pop culture chronicle of the early days of live television, the birth of rock ‘n’ roll, Top 40 radio, and “the way we were” in a mafia-run Manhattan in the late 1950’s and 1960’s.  
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